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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the Amendment filed by the applicant on 
May 23, 2007, titled: "Method Of Effecting Cashless Payments And S System For 
Implementing The Method". 

2. Claims 1-4, 7, 9, 10, 12-19 and 22-32 are pending in this application. 

Priority 

3. This application claims the benefit of PCT/ET00/00772 filed on February 1 , 2000. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 7, 9, 10, 12-19 and 22-32 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-4, 7, 9, 10, 12-19 and 22-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Jalili (U.S. Patent No. 6,088,683) ("Jalili") in view of Musa (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,016,349) ("Musa"). 
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7. Regarding claim 1, Jalili teaches a method of effecting a cashless payment 
transaction by means of a merchant station characterized by a merchant station 
identification code (col. 2, line 29, see merchant number), a mobile cell phone with a 
SIM card characterized by an identification code identifying the SIM card (col. 1, lines 
63-64, see registration by phone and also Musa), and a comparing device (col. 1, line 
36, see transaction processing center), which comprises a transaction data memory 
device, a merchant checking device for checking the identification codes of the 
merchant stations authorized for this method, and a subscriber checking device for 
checking the identification codes of the SIM cards authorized for this method and which 
is connected to account keeping device (col. 1, line 36, see transaction processing 
center), comprising the steps: 

reading an amount of money to be paid into the merchant station (col. 2, lines 19- 

22), 

transmitting, by the merchant station, the identification code of the merchant 
station and at least the amount of money to the comparing device through a data link 
(col. 2, lines 22-23, 28-31), 

checking the authority of the merchant station for the method, using the merchant 
checking device (col. 2, lines 35-36, see merchant's name and identification number), 

terminating the method in the absence of the authority, otherwise writing the data 
as an open transaction into the transaction memory device of the comparing device (col. 
2, lines 31-32, see the invoice has a stated lifetime), 
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after the step of reading the amount of money into the merchant station, making 
a connection from the mobile cell phone to the comparing device (col. 2, lines 40-41), 

transmitting the identification code of the merchant station (col.2, line 29) and the 
identification code associated with the SIM card from the mobile cell phone to the 
comparing device (col. 2, lines 31-39, also see Musa), 

checking the authority of the SIM card for the method, using the subscriber 
checking device, in the absence of the authority terminating the method, clearing the 
open transaction from the transaction memory and the transmitting corresponding data 
to the merchant station, otherwise comparing the merchant station identification code 
transmitted from the mobile cell phone with those of the open transactions stored in the 
transaction memory device and on failure to find such a transaction terminating the 
process and, on finding the transaction (col. 2, lines 41-44, see the customer is 
identified by), 

transmitting the transaction data to the mobile cell phone (col. 2, lines 49-52), 
outputting the data through the mobile cell phone (col. 2, lines 52-54), 
requesting confirmation information through the mobile cell phone (col.2 , lines 
54-57), 

transmitting the confirmation data to the comparing device (col. 2, lines 54-57), 
terminating the transaction and clearing the transaction from the transaction 
memory if the confirmation data corresponds to a refusal (col. 2, lines 62-64), and 
transmitting the transaction data from the transaction memory and the identification 
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code of the mobile cell phone to an account keeping device and clearing the transaction 
from the transaction memory in the alternative case (col. 3, lines 1-3); and 

transmitting additional supplementary transaction data to the comparing device 
or mobile cell phone from the merchant station (col. 3, lines 3-6). 

8. Jalili teaches a secure purchase transaction method using a telephone number. 
Jalili discloses all limitations of the invention, but does not disclose a cellular phone with 
a SIM card. However, Musa teaches a cellular phone which uses a smart card (see 
figure 1) that is characterized by an identification code identifying it (see Musa, col. 2, 
lines 45-59). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to substitute the home telephone in the Jalili's invention with the cellular 
phone with a SIM card taught by Musa to offer an improved and more convenient 
system to customer as described in Jalili that other variations and modifications will 
become apparent to those skilled in the art (col. 3, lines 33-37). 

9. Claims 3, 18, and 19 are similar to claim 1 and have the same limitation. Hence, 
they are rejected under the same rationale provided in claim 1 . 

10. Claims 2, 4, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13-17, and 22-32 are the dependent claims of the 
above independent claims. Hence, they are rejected as well. 

1 1 . Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
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well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully 
consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

12. Claims 1-4, 7, 9, 10, 12-19 and 22-32 are rejected. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-7364. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-4 PM. 

14. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James A. Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

15. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



HT 




